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US guns 


hit at 


the DMZ 


And the war drags on ... The 16 inch guns of USS 
New Jersey hammer at the demilitarised zone on 
October 1—the latest development in the war of 
escalation by intensification described by Tom 
Hayden in last week’s Peace News. Earlier this 
year, when the battleship was brought back into 
service specially for the Vietnam war, it tangled 
with a tiny canoe, part of a midget protest flotilla 
readers may remember the photograph of the 
New England CNVA action. For latest news of 
Vietnam protest in Britain see page 5 and back 


page. 


Kevin McGrath on the Londonderry riots 


Keeping down the Papishes 


The sight of Daley-style thugs in 
Derry smashing their truncheons at 
the. heads and groins of peaceful 
demonstrators and firing their water 
cannons at women, children, and 
occupants of neighbouring houses 
may finally have brought home to the 
British public the fact that, though 
Northern Ireland is within the United 
Kingdom, the regime in power there 
is closer in spirit to that of Rhodesia. 


If any doubt remained that the situa- 
tion in Northern Ireland cannot any 
longer be ignored by the Westminster 
Parliament, as it has been for nearly 
half-a-century, the prompt response- 


in-kind to the latest exploit of the 
Royal Ulster Constabulary—the set- 
ting up of barricades and the hurling 
of petrol bombs—must have dispelled 
it. 

The actual brutality involved is 
nothing new. At the time of the 1964 
Westminster General Election, police 
—who in the Six Counties carry guns 


as a matter of course—used pickaxes,- 


sledge hammers and crowbars to 
smash their way into the Republican 
Election Headquarters in Belfast to 
remove the Irish Tricolour on display. 


During that same election campaign 
baton charges were used to break up 


Republican election meetings, notably 
at Enniskillen, Co Fermanagh. This is 
the tip of the iceberg. “Running a 
political party in Northern Ireland is 
like running an underground move- 
ment in an occupied country” was 
how the Rev Albert McElroy, Chair- 
man of the Liberal Party put it. 


Under the Special Powers Acts intro- 
duced for an “ emergency period” in 
1924 and continued in existence and 
use until today, the police have the 
right to imprison without charge or 
trial, denying recourse to Habeas 
Corpus, to enter by force any house 
without a warrant, to prohibit the 


RHODESIA: WHY NEGOTIATE? 


Since Rhodesia is already a legally 
independent State to the satisfaction 
of its own judges and parliament, it 
is difficult to see why Mr Smith, the 
Rhodesian prime minister, should 
wish to be granted independence by 
Britain; what he really wants is the 
withdrawal of sanctions. 


But since Britain still has some 
residual commitment to the NIBMAR 
principle—that there shall be no in- 
dependence for Rhodesia _ before 
majority rule—and since there can be 
no serious possibility that Mr Smith 
will honestly allow the transfer of 
power to an African electorate, it is 
difficult to see how Mr Wilson can 
justify granting independence to 

hodesia or the ending of sanctions. 


Complicated as it is by issues of white 
racialism, claims to economic owner- 
ship, British national pride and the 
egos political reputations of 
mith and Wilson, the constitutional 


lawyers’ battle over Rhodesia may 
seem somewhat irrelevant to the 
predicament and circumstances of 
the mass of the population in 
prec and their efforts for free- 
om. 


It can be argued that the sooner the 
issue is clarified, the lines are drawn, 
Britain abandons all pretence and the 
Africans are faced with the stark but 
real choice of overthrowing their 
white masters or acquiescing, then 
the sooner will the necessary confron- 
tation develop, with people and 
nations the world over being forced 
to declare their interest or support on 
one side or the other. 


But there are two obvious reasons 
why such a position is unwise. Firstly, 
because a Rhodesia granted legal 
recognition at the present time by 
Britain and the world community 
would be immeasurably strengthened; 
not only economically, politically and 
militarily, but also morally in the 


eyes of its own people, the white 
settlers. 


And secondly, because the damage to 
the integrity, reputation and social 
morality of the British people would 
be incalculable, Racialism would be 
officially endorsed by the Government. 
(Had you noticed that George Wallace 
has said he will recognise Rhodesia if 
he is elected president of the United 
States?) And what encouragement 
this would give to the forces of 
reaction in Britain! The lines for the 
world-wide battle between the races 
would indeed be drawn. 

That is why it is to be hoped that Mr 
Wilson reaches no agreement with 
Mr Smith. Economic sanctions have 


‘not seriously undermined the illegal 


regime, the real struggle does lie with 
Zimbabwe Africans who must win 
their own freedom, but Smith and his 
supporters in Rhodesia and Britain 
should not be strengthened. 

Bos OVERY 


circulation of any newspaper, ban any 
meeting, impose a curfew, prohibit an 
inquest after a prisoner’s death, and 
arrest anyone who does anything 
“calculated to be prejudicial to the 
preservation of peace or maintenance 
of order in Northern Ireland and not 
specifically provided for in the 
Regulations ”. 


That doesn’t exhaust the Special 
Powers Acts either, but it should 
suffice. The South African Minister of 
Justice is on record as saying that he 
wished he had something as good. 


The political and economic system 
that these powers help to sustain is 
one aimed at subjugating the 
Catholic-Republican-Green minority 
ostensibly in the interests of the 
Protestant-Unionist-Orange majority. 
The effect on the social and economic 
life of both communities in the Six 
Counties is disastrous. Siting of new 
industry, allocation of housing, build- 
ing of schools—everything is sub- 
ordinated to the cause of keeping 
down the Papishes, or (on a smaller 
scale) pulling down the Protestants. 


The devious voting system, which dis- 
enfranches one in every four potential 
voters in local elections, while giving 
multiple votes to others, together 
with the blatant practice of gerry- 
mandering in drawing up electoral 
boundaries, effectively reinforces the 
polarisation on religious grounds. 


Charges that the Stormont Govern- 
ment has intentionally concentrated 
economic development in the reliably 
Orange Eastern three counties, while 
in effect running down the Green- 
tinged West—and relying on emigra- 
tion to help—are plausible when the 
facts are studied. 


continued on page 4 


NOTE: 
Both his writing and his political 
Status have made him a striking 
representative of the younger 
Russian poets. His arrest, in Febru- 
ary 1964, and his trial and sentence 
(five years hard labour above 
the Arctic Circle) have been re- 
orted in some detail in the 
estern press. 


The proceedings against him under 
charges of “social parasitism ”— 
meaning that he had made a pre- 
carious living by translating poetry 
and not had a sufficiently con- 
tinuous or lucrative employment to 
Satisfy some of the devotees of his 
own society’s law and order—can 
be regarded as one of the early 


~~, Smo 


Iosip Brodsky is now 28. 
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minor triumphs in the wave of 
anti-intellectualism and hawkish 
repression that by now boasts a 
grim series of writers’ trials and 
the invasion of Czechoslovakia. 


He was released, in fact, after 
serving less than two years of his 
sentence—a circumstance that does 
some honour either to his captors 
or to certain of the pressures on 
them. He is said to have declared 
that he enjoyed his stay in the 
country living among peasants—an 
assertion that does credit to his 
own wit. 


When he was arrested he was not 
a member of the Russian Writers’ 
Union. This fact not only pre- 


vented him from having published 


THE JEWISH 


CEMETERY 


The Jewish Cemetery near Leningrad, 

a lame fence of rotten planks 

and lying behind it side by side 

lawyers, businessmen, musicians, revolutionaries. 


They sang for themselves, 
got rich for themselves, 
died for others. 


But always paid their taxes first, 
heeded the constabulary, 
and in this inescapably material world 


studied the Talmud, 
remained idealists. 


Maybe they saw something more, 
maybe they believed blindly. 
In any case they taught their children 


tolerance. But 
obstinacy. They 
sowed no wheat, 


never sowed wheat, 


simply lay down in the earth 


like grain 
and fell asleep forever. 


Earth was heaped over them, 


candles were lit for them, 


and, on their day of the dead, raw voices of famished 
old men, the cold at their throats, 
shrieked at them “ Eternal Peace! ” 


Which they have found 


in the disintegration of matter, 


remembering nothing 
forgetting nothing 


behind the lame fence of rotten planks 
four kilometres past the streetcar terminal. 


Wladimir Weidle assisted W. S. Merwin in these translations, 
which are included in Merwin’s new book, Selected Translations, 
published by Atheneum this month. The three poems, and 
Merwin’s introduction, are reprinted from the New York Review. 


a book but proved, in the view of 
his judge, that he was not a poet 
at all. ‘‘ Who included you among 
the ranks of the poets?” she asked 
him at one point during his hear- 
ings. ‘No one”, he answered, 
adding ‘“ And who included me 
among the ranks of the human 
race?” 


The judge asked if he had studied 
to be a poet, and he answered “I 
didn’t think you could get this from 
school”. Where then did it come 
from? His reply, in the 1960s, 
would have startled other courts 
than that of Judge Savaleiva. He 
said “I think that it . . . comes 
from God”. 


At the time he was already well- 


et sh ad eee — 


THE 


known in Russian literary circles. 
His poems had circulated in manu- 
scripts and been read at poetry 
readings. After his trial a volume 
of his poems was smuggled out of 
Russia and published both in 
Russian and in a French version. 


The difference between his poetry 
and that of others of his genera- 
tion such as Yevtushenko and 
Voznesensky is at once apparent. 
He declares—with what arrogance 
one can imagine in Russia—that he 
is a conservative. Rumours of a 
new collection of poems, ready or 
nearly ready for publication, have 
reached the West, but not the 
poems themselves, or at least not in 
any publicly available form. 

—W. S. MERWIN 


MONUMENT 


Let us set up a monument 


in the city, at the end of the long avenue, 
or at the centre of the big square, 


a monument 


that will stand out against any background 


because it will be 


quite well made and very realistic. 


Let us set up a monument 


that will not disturb anybody. 


We will plant flowers 
round the pedestal 


and with the permission of the city fathers 
we will lay out a little garden 


where our children 
will blink 
at the great orange sun 


and take the figure perched above them 


for a well-known thinker, 
a composer 
or a general. 


I guarantee that flowers will appear 


every morning 
on the pedestal. 
Let us set up a monument 


that will not disturb anybody. 


Even taxi drivers 


will admire its majestic silhouette. 


The garden will be a place 
for rendez-vous. 


Let us set up a monument, 
we will pass by it 


hurrying on our way to work, 
foreigners will have their pictures taken 


standing under it, 


we will splash it at night with the glare 


of floodlights. 


Let us set up a monument to The Lie. 


SURESH RAM on Gandhi Centenary in India 


Vinoba moves towards success 


Conveying Gandhi’s message to every 
home in India by October 1969 is the 
goal which India’s National Com- 
mittee for the Gandhi Centenary has 
set for itself. At a meeting held in 
Sevagram in the last week of July, 
the Committee gave a nine-point pro- 
gramme for the Centenary celebra- 
tions, including total prohibition by 
law in all States by October 1969, 
abolition of scavenging by manual 
labour, provision of drinking water 
wells, establishment of ‘“ Gandhi 
Centres ” in universities, introduction 
of text books on Gandhi’s life and 
teachings in primary and secondary 
schools, encouragement to Khadi 
(village industries) and setting up of 
Gandhi “‘ wings” in industrial areas 
to foster national unity. 


But what about the masses of India? 
Will they be mere spectators in these 
official and semi-official programmes, 
or are they likely to take their own 
initiative to uphold the Gandhian 
way? No, they are out to achieve 
something positive and undergo such 
a silent and peaceful revolution as 
may transform the shape of the 
country for all time. This hope 
springs from the response that 
Vinoba Bhave’s Gramdan movement 
is evoking in the villages which in- 
clude more than four-fifths of India’s 
population. 


India attained her independence two 
decades ago, but her villages are still 
in chains. About 70% of her people 
—or a population equal to that of 
the entire European continent—live 


.on less than one shilling a day. The 


cause of her agonising poverty lies in 
the unjust and uneven distribution of 
land. About one-fourth of Indian 
peasantry is absolutely landless. 


Land donations 


To face this grave challenge of the 
land problem, Vinoba Bhave started 
a land-gift campaign about 17 years 
ago. For 13} years he walked through- 
out the length and breadth of India. 
Land donations exceeding four 


million acres were received. Three 
years ago, he began to concentrate 
on Gramdan or land-revolution, call- 
ing for surrender of land-ownership 
to the village community and giving 


the village the shape of a well-knit 
group. This movement has begun to 
gather momentum these days. The 
number of Gramdans received until 
the end of August amounted to 66,135 
-——of which 25,629 are in Bihar, 
perhaps the area most beset by 
famine. 


During the last three months six 
districts have joined Gramdan. Of 
them, one, Tilkamgarh, is in Madhya 
Pradesh: two, Uttar Kashi and Ballia, 
are in Uttar Pradesh: and three, 
Champaran, Muzaffarpur, and 
Saharsa, are in Bihar State where 
Vinoba himself has been staying for 
the last three years. Including the 
two districts of Bihar—Darbhanga 
and Purnea, both of which took to 
Gramdan earlier—half of Bihar, a 
population of more than 20 millions, 
is now covered by Gramdan. The 
pledge taken by workers, to accom- 
plish the revolution in the whole of 
Bihar by the time of Gandhi Cen- 
tenary, will doubtless be realised. 
Similar resolves have been made in 
Orissa, Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, 


' Madhya Pradesh, and Tamilnad. 


Curiously enough, the movement re- 
ceives little or no publicity in the 
press or on radio. The newspapers in 
India, owned by big business, hardly 
attach any importance to agrarian 
issues or agricu!tural problems. Apart 
from reporting the flashy speeches of 
VIPs made on ceremonial occasions 
in the countryside, they show little 
interest in rural affairs. To them, 
Vinoba is a queer saint or an enig- 
matic personality belonging to some 
by-gone age and his Gramdan an 
impossible fad. I am sure they will 
soon be disillusioned. 


The various political parties, too, are 
indifferent to the movement and re- 
gard it either as counter-revolutionary 
or goody-goody with no real future. 
More concerned to maintain their 
hold over power, or capture it if they 
are in opposition, their workers are 
interested in nursing their con- 
stituencies, either by acquiring some 
financial aid or facilities for those who 
fetch votes for them, or by organising 
demonstrations against authority and 
so voicing some of their grievances. 


Except for this Gramdan campaign, 
Indian Gandhians find themselves 
lost in the maze of problems facing 


the country. Recently a drive for pro- 
hibition was launched in a State 
under Congress rule—with a demand 
to enact total prohibition from 
Gandhi Centenary onward. Satya- 
graha was organised at distilleries 
and some people were arrested. The 
State Government announced that the 
demand would be met by 1973-74. 
The Satyagraha Council rejected the 
offer as hollow and barren. Later, 
however, the Council halted the cam- 
paign of Satyagraha when the Govern- 
ment promised to introduce pro- 
hibition from 1972-73. 


Gandhi betrayed? 


This decision has shocked many 
workers as a betrayal of Satyagraha. 
One cannot but conclude that when 
Gandhians are faced with the crucial 
question of making a choice between 
State-will and popular urge, they 
bow down to the former and leave the 
people in the lurch. This is why 
Khadi, and other village industry 
programmes, though they are spread 
over larger areas than in the past, 
have failed to catch the imagination 
of the younger generation in India 
today. 


But the success of Gramdan is pro- 
ducing its own impact, and all 
Gandhians are beginning to appre- 
ciate the truth of what Vinoba said 
in 1954—that the fulfillment of this 
movement would not only bring 
about a revolution in society but also 
pave the way for implementation of 
the various items of the Constructive 
Programme chalked out for the nation 
by Gandhi. Vinoba has placed a solid 
programme before Bihar—to attain 
Bihar-Dan and then to consolidate it 
by constructive work among the 
masses, so that in the General 
Elections of 1972 legislators can be 
deputed to the Assembly by their con- 
stituencies through a process of 
unanimous selection. 


If that much can be accomplished in 
Bihar within the next four years, it 
could be repeated all over the country 
during the succeeding years, thereby 
laying firm foundations for a non- 
violent and non-exploitative social 
order as envisaged by Gandhi. 
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PRAGUE—“ Russian soldiers were 
impressed—and disconcerted—by 
the resistance”. Photo by Bild 


Czech 
intellectual 
attacks 
our press 


Dr Julius Tomin, a Czechoslovak 
philosopher who had engaged in long 
gruelling arguments with Russian 
soldiers after the August invasion of 
his country, explained his view of the 
Czechoslovak situation at various 
meetings in Scotland recently. He 
complained bitterly of the misinter- 
pretation, common to the Soviet and 
Western press, of “ libéralisation ” as 
a move towards counter-revolution. 


The economic basis for a capitalist 
revival, he insisted, simply did not 
exist any more in his country. A 20- 
year policy of favouring the workers 
at the expense of the old business and 

rofessional classes meant that the 

uman resources of the nation were 
much more fully mobilised than they 
had ever been under capitalism. And 
this trend could not be reversed. If 
some people held reactionary views, 
these had no root in reality. What we 
were witnessing was the development 
of a new type of society. 


Describing Czechoslovak reactions to 
the invasion, he insisted that the 
Russian soldiers had been obviously 
impressed—and disconcerted—by the 
sheer massiveness of the resistance. 
There had been no collaboration with 
the invaders. The Russian commander 
in Brno, for example, had issued 
ultimatum after ultimatum ordering 
posters to be taken down by a 
certain time, or else—but they never 
were taken down. 


The compulsory learning of Russian 
in schools since 1945 was turned to 
good account. Everyone could express 
opposition to the invaders in their 
own language. It was clear from Dr 
Tomin’s account that many Russian 
soldiers were willing to talk to the 
local people, even in open and de- 
liberate defiance to their own superior 
officers, and that this kind of contact 
tended to undermine the confidence 
of the invaders in the rightness of 
their own position. They had been 
sent into Czechoslovakia to rescue the 
masses from a counter-revolutionary 
plot, and they were distressed to find 
that their “kindness” was so little 
appreciated. 


In the 1950s, Dr Tomin was deeply 
interested in Tolstoy, Gandhi, and 
the philosophy of non-violence. He 
had refused military service and 
spent 18 months in prison as a result. 
He no longer felt able to accept 
Gandhism, however—mainly, one 
gathered, because he thought that it 
should not have left India in its 
present state. There was a narrow- 
ness in it which left him unsatisfied. 
Gandhi could never have exploited 
such characteristic expressions of 
Czechoslovak resistance as the posters 
which urged lovers to exasperate the 
sexual frustration of Russian soldiers 
by embracing fondly in public places! 
GEOFFREY CARNALL 
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POSTERS =HOUSMANS 

special prices for all printing 

write (sae) 

5 Caledonian Road, London Nt. 
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Russ Windman 


MEXICO CLUTCHES ITS OLYMPIC GOLD 


“Enjoy the 1968 Olympics in colour 
with a new 21in colour television from 
Rediffusion.” Everybody stands to 
gain monetary profits from the 
Olympic Games, Mexico perhaps most 
of all. A tranquil Olympics will return 
more than the initial expenditure for 
athletics facilities in increased foreign 
investment and will soothe American 
industry already in the country which 
controls between 60 and 80% of 
Mexico’s industry. 


The TV picture in colour of a 
smoothly executed Olympics under 
blue skies in clean stadia will do 
much to change the image of Mexico 
City from an exotic capital of a 
primitive American country to a 
sophisticated cosmopolitan centre 
conducive to tourism and investment. 
More wealth for Mexico, an under- 
developed country in pitiful need. 
Fair enough. 


Yet the students threaten to disrupt 
the Games. Likewise the Government 
threatens the competition by a 
massacre and _ brutal oppression, 
totally out of proportion to the threat 
originally posed by the strike at the 
Universidad Nacional Autonoma de 
Mexico (UNAM) and the protests at 
the Polytechnic school in the city 
proper 


The present regime made possibly its 
first great tactical error in occupying 
the University Campus. After a two- 
month student strike, the CNH 
(Consejo Nacional de MHuelga or 
National Strike Committee), working 
towards a ‘“‘ Worker-Peasant-Student ” 
alliance, delivered a ‘Draft Pro- 
gramme” to the Government out- 


lining various economic reforms, such 
as easing credit controls for workers 
and insuring honest and independent 
labour unions. At the end of the pro- 
gramme was included the text: 


“If tomorrow our educational 
centres are crushed under the 
military boot, we will go on to the 
national and political battle-ground 
with this programme in hand and 
we will not stop no matter what 
happens or who falls.” 


The Government on September 18 
occupied the UNAM Campus, thereby 
violating a University autonomy of 
40 years standing. The public outcry 
was tremendous and sentiment turned 
heavily against the Government. The 
story since then is simply the daily 
headlines: “ Scores killed in La Plaza 
de las Tres Culturas”’; ‘‘ Police chief 
warns ‘No mercy for students’”; 
“Police club a ‘Festive Crowd’ 
awaiting the arrival of the Olympic 
torch in Veracruz.” 


Student uprisings 


The uprisings in Mexico, while water 
from the same sea, differ from the 
activities in France and the United 
States in several important ways. 
Student-radical uprisings in the 
United States are normally outside 
the realm of the working class and 
have no direct influence on the 
society aside from the impact of the 
press coverage. In France, on the 
other hand, the student strike spread 
to the labour force at large and to the 
unions, specifically even to the in- 
clusion of the police (to a limited 
degree). 


The events in Mexico lie in the middle 
ground. While originally sparked by 
the University students who, as in the 
US and France are of middle class 
origin, the grievances quickly brought 
violence in the form of the military 
to the Polytechnic school. (After the 
nationalisation of foreign petroleum 
interests in the thirties, the govern- 
ment had founded Polytechnic schools 
to train indigenous technicians. They 
were and still are drawn exclusively 
from the lower and working classes.) 
The result of the military violence 
was a rapid and radical politicising of 
the usually apathetic lower class. 


Before the events of July 26 (the first 
military action against the Poly- 
technic school) the protests were of a 
rather limited order and were pre- 
sented, although militantly, to an 
administration most people con- 
sidered legitimate. Since then, how- 
ever, in the light of the slaughter 
(which is conceded to run_ into 
hundreds despite official reports), the 
wholesale arrests, the prisoners held 
incommunicado and tortured, and the 
monomaniacal resolve to hold the 
Olympic Games at the cost of an 
American style pacification _pro- 
gramme, a significant portion of the 
literate and urban population has lost 
faith in the Ordaz administration 
and in the ruling Partido Revolucion- 
ario Institucional (PRD. 


People are beginning to recognise 
and resent the fact that the PRI is 
manipulating the symbols of the 1910 
Revolution—the uprising that over- 
threw Porfirio Diaz, a tyrant of 30 
years standing, and marked the be- 
ginning of the present succession of 


“democratically ”-elected presidents 
serving constitutionally-limited terms. 
Although many greying party mem- 
bers were themselves student revolu- 
tionaries decades ago, advancing age 
has changed their values. The 
repository of those two balms to the 
aging: power and wealth, lies several 
hundred kilometres to the north. 


US interests 


The US, itself plagued by militant 
dissent and turning to oppressive 
measures, will tolerate no truly 
revolutionary activity on the part of 
its neighbours. The implicit threat of 
the power that controls three-quarters 
of Mexico’s industry becoming hostile 
is surely not lost upon Ordaz and the 
PRI. Should the Mexican President be 
unable to crush the dissidents and 
either fall or be forced to institute 
reforms, American influence would 
certainly help manufacture a_ right- 
wing civilian regime with a “ liberal ” 
image or help to install the already 
restive and somewhat independent 
military. 

Certainly the presence of the Olympic 
Games, symbol of the non-violent 
alternative to bloody international 
ego wars, does little more than cast 
the mercilessly ragged break between 
the words and actions of the Mexican 
Government into ironic relief. 


Russ Windman is a graduate student 
from the University of California at 
Berkeley. He has been a frequent 
visitor to Mexico, most recently in 
1967 when he witnessed the be- 
ginnings of the Mexican government’s 
harassment of suspected dissidents. 


Anguilla: Is this a second Biafra? 


Roger Moody writes: Although it has 
not yet been confirmed by the Com- 
monwealth Office, it seems likely that 
the Prime Minister of St Kitts, Mr 
Bradshaw, and the Anguillan Head of 
State, Ronald Webster, will meet with 
Mr Whitlock, Parliamentary Under- 
secretary of State, in London next 
Tuesday. 


An event which could pass almost 
unnoticed in the national press, this 
meeting is intended as a discussion on 
what happens to Anguilla (which de- 
clared itself independent of the St 
Kitts-Anguilla-Nevis Federation in the 
Caribbean over a year ago) when an 
up-to twelve months moratorium on 
‘hostile actions against people or 


ULSTER’S SPECIAL POWERS 


from front page 


How much really lies behind the 
heralded liberalisation of recent years 
is questionable. There has at any rate 
been far more talk than action, and 
the cynical view is that what is really 
happening is a display of tokenism to 
hold at bay any real change till a 
Tory government is back at West- 
minster, which—in the light of the 
loyal backing of the solid phalanx of 
Ulster Unionist MPs—will have good 
reason to look kindly (and blindly) 
on what happens in the Six Counties. 


But a movement away from the old 
politics based on “religious” 
animosity (a lapsed Catholic or 
Protestant is no more free from the 
group-label than a lapsed Jew is in 
the face of a Jew-baiter) has been 
showing some signs of starting. And 
the very savagery with which the 
police attacked the Derry March, 
organised under the auspices of the 
Northern Ireland Civil Liberties 


Association, could be an expression of 
the fear of the right-wing Unionist 
Party and their servants that a new 
movement directed primarily towards 
the restoration to the citizens of 
Northern Ireland of the kind of rights 
that people in the rest of the United 


Kingdom, and in the Republic of Ire- 
land, enjoy, might start to shatter the 
system that has enabled them to 
exploit prejudice and avoid change 
for so long. 


It may well be that the Royal Ulster 
Constabulary, and their apologist 
William Craig, Home Secretary of 
Northern Ireland, have succeeded in 
giving a fresh lease of life to the old 
polarisation. But the way in which 
they went about it may have made 
some kind of interference by the 
Westminster Government inevitable. 


There remains the chilling possibility 
that this kind of intervention, based 
on the legally impeccable existence of 
“reserved powers” in the Government 
of Ireland Act (1920), might come up 
against the same __ intransigent 
response as shown by the Rhodesian 
regime. 

“Ulster will fight and Ulster will be 
right . . . this sort of interference 
would mobilise Ulster loyalists in the 
same way as attacks by bomb and 
bullet.” That was William Craig of 
the ultra-loyalist Northern Ireland 
Government speaking of this very 
possibility in Ballycarry in March last 
year, and quoting Carson’s fatal 
slogan. 


property’ between the two neigh- 
bours comes to an end at the begin- 
ning of 1969. 

Two attempts have already been 
made to bring Anguilla ‘ back into 
the fold” of the Federation. On the 
first occasion in July, 1967, Lord 
Shepherd pressured the Anguillans 
adroitly into accepting an agreement 
which merely allowed the St Kitts 
government to “grant increasing 
responsibility to Anguilla and Nevis 
in local affairs”. Peter Adams, 
Anguilla’s de facto Premier, and three 
members of his delegation signed the 
Agreement, while the six others did 
not. 

On the return of the delegation to the 
island, many of the 6,000 inhabitants, 
and the Anguillan legislature, were so 
angry that Adams had to resign. He 
was replaced by one of the delegation 
who had not signed the spurious 
agreement, Ronald Webster. The 
second attempt at a settlement failed 
in August last year. 


The Anguillans will clearly accept 
nothing less than their full indepen- 
dence from St Kitts (population about 
39,000)—even if their deputation is 
once more swayed or bullied at the 
conference table. But, as Professor 
Leopold Kohr (official adviser to the 
Anguillan legislature and at present 
Visiting Professor of Economics at 
Aberystwyth) puts it: 
“Tf Great Britain were ready to 
grant that independence, there 
wouldn’t be any need for a con- 
ference.” 
In fact, the Commonwealth Office will 
not admit that Tuesday’s meeting is 
any more than what they call an 
“office discussion”. Whatever hap- 
pens to Anguilla in the next few 
months, it seems they will wash their 
hands of the matter. This is a 


suspicion fostered earlier this year, 
when George Thomson, Common- 
wealth Minister, refused to divulge 
details about ‘‘ progress towards find- 
ing a solution”, as he called it 
(January 30); and later on, in June, 
when Lord Shepherd stated that any 
initiative towards a solution should 
now come from the islanders them- 
selves. 


Full-scale invasion 


As things stand at the moment, the 
initiative when it does come will be 
by way of a full-scale armed invasion 
of Anguilla, with Bradshaw directing 
St Kitts forces that have already been 
given one year’s training for this 
operation; probably using British 
arms, and with the tacit support of 
the British Government. 


It is small wonder that the Anguillans 
have now begun to arm themselves 
with “a few guns”. Leopold Kohr 
believes that the only reasonable 
solution is for Great Britain “to 
accept that it made a blunder in con- 
tinuing to support the idea of a 
Federation which is nothing but the 
little empire of St Kitts ”. 


But recent experience in trying to get 
Britain to deny support to the equally 
unmanageable Federation of Nigeria 
should show how bleak such prospects 
are. It is therefore no idle prophecy 
to suggest that we may soon witness 
“another Biafra” in the Caribbean. 


Letters of support for Anguilla should 
be sent immediately to: George 
Thomson MP, Commonwealth Rela- 
tions Office, Whitehall, London SW1. 
For details of any action during next 
week on behalf of Anguilla, please 
telephone 01-837 4473 from October 
14 onwards. 


Gypsy bid to stop evictions 


Kevin McGrath writes: In spite of the 
passing into law of Eric Lubbock’s 
Caravan Sites Act in July, and the 
publication by the Ministry of 
Housing in August of yet another 
circular urging local authorities to 
stop harassing gypsies, the evictions 
continue. 


On Thursday last week it was 
Leicester Council once again. Bull- 
dozers were brought along; the 
travellers moved out. And the net 
effect was that they were soon camp- 
ing again only a half-mile away. 

The trouble is that the second part of 


Frank Dawtry 


Frank Dawtry, life-long penal re- 
former and pacifist, and for many 
years a director of Peace News, died 
at his home in Weybridge, Surrey, on 
Sunday. We will be publishing an 
obituary by Harry Mister next week. 


ey are ae ee Rie aes er oe eo 
The chances of another large scale 
Battle of Grosvenor Square would 
seem to have been reduced by the 
decision of the October 27 Ad-Hoc 
Committee not to go near the US 


Embassy or the South Vietnamese 
Embassy. 


Just in case, however, the National 
Council for Civil Liberties plans to 
have 70 observers to keep the record 
straight, equipped where possible 
with cameras, Throughout the day the 
NCCL’s offices will be manned, with 
lawyers and shorthand typists to take 
down complaints and statements with- 
out delay. 


There are also plans by another 
group to organise five or six ‘field 
hospitals’ in private flats, halls and 
so on, and an ambulance service for 
anyone who gets hurt. Anybody taken 


It was 
Biafrans who 
earlier this 
year first 
made the 
police erect 
crash-barriers 
in Downing 
Street. By the | 
time Save 
Biafra’s 
sleep-out 
came along 
last week, 


permanent 

installations. 
On October 
27 numbers 
may justify 
police fears. 


the Act—which, in spite of serious 
defects, gives travellers some protec- 
tion and imposes on local authorities 
a legal responsibility to provide sites 
—does not come into effect until the 
Minister of Housing says so. 


On Monday, a deputation from the 
Gypsy Council will be seeing the 
Minister and urging him to bring the 
second part of the Act into effect well 
in advance of the two-year deadline 
he has indicated he is thinking of for 
reasons of economy. It will point out 
that money is still being wasted by 
councils in trying to get rid of travel- 
lers which could far better be used 
for sites. Leicester Council has 
already spent £4,000 on dealing with 
a single extended family, while 
Cardiff has spent £6,000 on anti- 
traveller “security ”. 


Even more grim is the situation of 
travellers in Scotland where, in spite 
of—or because of—the fact that the 
proportion 
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avoid battle 


to a “field hospital” too seriously 
injured to be discharged would if 
possible be taken to hospitals away 
from central London. 


Behind this lies the fear—based on 
previous  incidents—that injured 
people taken to hospitals in official 
ambulances may be accompanied, or 
followed by, the police and charged 
with offences. There is also the feel- 
ing that ambulance teams working on 
the demonstrators’ side of police 
cordons are going to be in a better 
position to give medical aid when it is 
most needed. 


A meeting at the Marquis of Granby, 
Charing Cross Road, London, at 8 pm 
on October 13 will be finalising plans; 
the organisers are appealing for 


more transport (preferably vans) and 
for extra medical helpers. Already 


of travellers to house- 


others prepare 


dwellers is much higher than in 
Mngland, the new Act will not apply. 
Moreover, under Scottish law the 
police are able to prosecute travellers 
for trespassing on private land and 
to help evict them. 


Glasgow liaison committee of the 
Glasgow Council are pressing for 
legislation to cover Scotland. Contact: 
Helen Fullerton, 247 Bath Street, 
Glasgow; Grattan Puxon, 14 Prince’s 
Avenue, London N38. 


U-boats for Greece 


A state-owned West German shipyard 
has been told it can go ahead with 
carrying out a contract to build four 
submarines for the Greek Navy. 

The 900-ton vessels will be built in 
sections so as to get round arms 
treaties which forbid West Germany 
building boats over 450 tons. 


a humber of doctors and nurses have 
promised their services. 


Medical Aid Week 


Medical Aid for Vietnam “national 
week” opens on Saturday, October 
12, with door-to-door collections 
throughout the country. The Com- 
mittee’s object is to raise £10,000 for 
aid in the NLF areas of South 
Vietnam and in North Vietnam. 


On October 11, a 24-hour fast will 
take place on the steps of St Paul’s 
Cathedral. 


Dr David Kerr will open a symposium 
at 7.30 next Monday at 1 Wimpole 
Street, London WI to be given by a 
panel of international doctors on 
“problems in the Health services in 
Vietnam today”. 


British arms to Nigeria via Germany? 


According to Peter Cadogan of Save 
Biafra arms supplies from the British 
Government to Federal Nigeria are 
now for the most part coming’ not 
from Britain directly, but from 
British forces in Germany. 


One result of the German route would 
be that the Crown Office—which 
grants licences for all arms exports 
from Britain and which, according to 
Save Biafra information, has in fact 
cut down on the quantity of arms 
actually sent from Britain direct to 
Nigeria—could be bypassed. 


“This is nonsense ” was the reaction 
of a Commonwealth Office spokesman 
on Tuesday. “ Arms are supplied on 
contract on perfectly open orders,” 
There was no reason why there 
a be any attempt at concealing 
them. 


But when pressed he conceded that 
arms from British forces in Germany 
might have been used to fill orders 
from Nigeria as a matter of greater 
convenience. “I have no idea—it’s up 
to the Ministry of Defence.” 


However, as soon as a Ministry of 
Defence spokesman heard the words 
“Arms for Nigeria” he rapidly inter- 
rupted the unfinished question to say 
“This is nothing to do with the 
Ministry of Defence—if you want to 
discuss this you must do it with the 
Commonwealth Office ”. 


“They're just passing the buck 


round,” commented Peter Cadogan. 
“JT think it would be a good idea if 
the Germans who have been demon- 
strating against Britain were to go 
along to the British bases and let the 


soldiers know what was happening.” 


Moscow protest 


News has come through of a public 
protest in Russia about the British 
and Russian arming of Nigeria. 


On July 16, outside the British 
Embassy, Andrei Amalrik, aged 30, 
and his 26-year-old wife Gyuzel, 
carried banners, and handed out 
leaflets to passers-by. What happened 
to the couple we have not heard. 


Both are friends of Dr Pavel Litvinov, 
who was expected to be on trial on 
Wednesday with others who demon- 
strated in protest at the invasion of 
Czechoslovakia. 
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Spectre at the games — 


Che lives? 


Viv Broughton reports: “1 guess I’m 
here to defend romanticism” were 
John Gerassi’s opening words at the 
memorial meeting at the Conway Hall 
in London on Monday, one year after 
the murder of Che Guevara. In fact 
romanticism, and the passion that is 
its parallel, were curiously missing 
from what should have been the most 
impotent rage for years. 


Gerassi, the American who edited the 
fullest collection of Guevara’s 
writings and is now exiled at the LSE, 
was the one exception and his uncom- 
promising call to arms won us from 
gas to electrics very quickly. 


The other speakers in comparison 
were way back; clean, fast-talking, 
factual but never gutty, and we would 
have to go back to the yellowing film 
of Che in action (shown earlier) to 
find the other weapon lost in transit 
from Bolivia to Red Lion Square. Che 
was a joker. 


Compromises 


“JY have been making dirty, shabby 
compromises all my _ political life.” 
That was George Brown, at last 
week’s Labour Party Conference. 


Of course he didn’t say it from a 
platform (that’s one of the com- 
promises in that sort of political life 
—you don’t say things like that on a 
platform) but in a bar. Two Labour 
MPs can vouch for the accuracy of 
the quote; the number who can vouch 
for the accuracy of its content are 
legion. 
Newspapers have to make the same 
kind of compromises. On Peace News 
we don’t have to. That is why it is 
important that you enable us to con- 
tinue, even if you don’t always like 
how we go about it. Without contribu- 
tions or fresh readers, we won’t be 
able to much longer. 

KEVIN McGRATH 


LUNCH HOUR MEETING 

“THE PROBLEMS OF THE IBO 
PEOPLE IN NIGERIA”: Canon D. E. C. 
Hawkins (from Biafra). Friday, 
October 18, 12.30 to 2 pm. Conway 
Hall, Red Lion Square, London WC1, 
NATIONAL PEACE COUNCIL 


SECOND HAYES HUNTER PHILCOX 
LECTURE 

3.30 Sun, October 13 

Essex Church Hall, Palace Gardens 
Terrace, Notting Hill Gate. 

Rev Tony Cross “ Looking at Leach ”’. 
Chairman L. A. Pavitt MP. 
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Henry Anderson on Humanistic Sociology, part | 


Henry Anderson lives in Berkeley, 
California. He is a painter and 
writer, and has been active for 
many years in industrial, labour, 
pacifist, and civil rights movements 
as well as doing social work and 
medical research. This article is 
being presented in the paper over 
three weeks. The second part will 
be printed next week and the third 
on October 25. 


The questions to be studied, the ways 
they are to be studied, and everything 
else that passes under the rubric of 
“ sociology’ depend on assumptions 
which are usually not articulated at 
all and which most sociologists appear 
to avoid as ‘‘ insusceptible of proof ”’: 
assumptions about the nature of man. 


Sociologists usually do not openly 
utilise the terminology of behaviouris- 
tic psychology. But without examining 
or acknowledging their debt, they 
commonly rest everything they do on 
these premices borrowed unwittingly 
and whole: that man is by his nature 
a collection of conditioned responses 
to situational stimuli. 


It is difficult otherwise to account for 
the orthodox sociological conception 
of man as a creature whose behaviour 
is so patterned that one may sum up 
each person in terms of his roles and 
Statuses: and indeed, that one may 
abstract from the behaviour of large 
numbers of persons such regularities 
that roles and statuses are often 
spoken of as though they were 
entities with an existence of their 
own. 


Sociology has been able to survive 
as long as it has with this world-view 
because people do indeed act in a 
fairly predictable way much of the 
time. This enables one, after inter- 
viewing a sample with a standardised 
questionnaire, to say, with an 
appropriate number of weasel words, 
that the people who live in Bourne- 
mouth will more likely vote Tory than 
ae peoble who live in Wigan, and so 
orth. 


For some limited kinds of purposes 
such findings are doubtless meaning- 
ful. None of these is a particularly 

sociological” application, however. 
Statistical methods are inherently 


Forget your statistics! 


unable to shed much light on most 
of the important questions about what 
is going on in society. 

The important questions are the ones 
that are hard to answer, and they are 
hard to answer precisely because man 
is not just a creature who acts out 
a series of social roles. Man is also a 
creative and cantankerous creature 
who sometimes kicks over the traces. 
Babbits try their hand at abstract ex- 
pressionism: crooks become honest 
men, and honest men sell out for the 
right price: ministers desert their 
wives and run off with organists, or 
leave the organists and return to their 
wives. 


Incomprehensible ? 


And this kind of latent indeterminacy 
is not just individual. Sometimes sub- 
stantial numbers of people kick over 
the traces in the same way at the 
same time. People get swept away by 
a demagogue, welfare recipients rise 
up in protest against being degraded, 
young people drop out to become 
hippies. 

The entire range of social movements, 


Jumboburger Monster 


Into one end of the machine goes an elephant. From the other 
pops seven tons of lunch-packs. All neatly wrapped. 

The device is the pride of one of the most famous game reserves 
in the world, Kruger National Park, South Africa. It can devour 
one elephant a day. And nothing is wasted. 


After the elephant has been engulfed by the Jumboburger 


Monster, it is skinned, de-tusked, 


chopped-up, boned, and cooked. 


Its meat is automatically wrapped into thousands of lunch packs 
for African miners. The tusks and hide are sol@. The bone is 


turned into meal. 


The elephants are slaughtered from a helicopter. Selected 
animals are shot with a drugged dart and ground teams then 


move in for the kill. 


The director of the National Parks Board, Mr Rocco Knobeel, 
said yesterday: “This is being done purely in the interests of 


nature conservation. We have 


to kill a certain number of 


elephants every year to maintain a balance between them and 


the food available.” 


He would like the machine to be a little hungrier. At the moment, 
with days off, it gets through 250 elephants a year. And 700 have 
to be killed.—from the Daily Mirror, September 25. 
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fads, fashions, booms, panics, crazes, 
mobs, riots, and revolutions is incom- 
prehensible in terms of man “ pro- 
grammed” to act and talk and think 
in a certain socially acceptable and 
predictable way. The sociology of the 
survey-research method says almost 
nothing, and can say almost nothing, 
about this whole vast area of human 
behaviour. 


Gagged by the consequences of its 
conception of the nature of man, our 
prevailing sociology is virtually mute 
on the subject of social change—the 
area which should constitute the 
growing edge of sociology. Societies 
are ebylously changing, and changing 
at an accelerating rate. They are 
changing primarily in the above men- 
tioned ways—the “unacceptable” 
ways which lie outside the compe- 
tence of polls and interviews. 


The behaviour of human beings-—not 
only when they are running outside 
established channels but, for that 
matter, when they are acting more 
“stably "—is adequately accounted 
for only in terms of a radically differ- 
ent conception of the nature of man. 
Man is a creature, the only creature, 
with a sense of self. Given this sense 
of self, he is able to carry on internal 
dialogues with himself, and he does 
so during practically every waking 
moment. 


Some of the exchanges in this dialogue 
are more common than others, and 
in these cases the internal conversa- 
tion may flow back and forth almost 
instantaneously and _ unreflectively. 
Shall I turn off the alarm clock? Yes. 
Shall I put on a clean pair of socks? 
Yes. Right foot first? Yes. Now left 
foot? Yes. White shirt next? No. 
Vest? Yes. 


Repetition may cut down the trans- 
action times of such dialogues to 
tenths or even perhaps hundredths of 
seconds, but the process never be- 
comes purely “ automatic”. And the 
moment anything slightly out of the 
ordinary occurs—and there are hun- 
dreds of such moments in every 
human being’s existence, every day— 
the internal communication slows 
down, blooms, and proliferates in all 
manner of new directions. 


This razor blade is getting dull. Shall 
I change it or make do one more 


time? What’s the matter with these 
blades, anyway? Should I pick up a 
box of that other brand today? Say, 


om, ete Pol 


Bernard Power-Canavan 


has my wife been shaving her legs 
with my razor again? How many 
times do I have to ask her not to? 
Is this a sign she is growing away 
from me? Am I being unreasonable? 
And so forth. These sequences cannot 
be accounted for by behaviouristic 
theory. 


A human life is built up of such rich, 
blooming, variegated give-and-take. It 
is “social” to the extent that the 
internal images which pass in review 
as one is thinking, speaking, or acting 
are derived from experiences one 
has had with others. This is a very 
great extent indeed. But “ the others ” 
—i.e. society—can never completely 
control the content of the images, the 
sequences in which they will pass in 
review in the individual’s private 
dialogue, or the selections which the 
individual will make on a particular 
occasion. 


Flood of images 


There is nothing esoteric about this 
conception of man’s nature. Nor is it 
a sentimental view of the way one 
might like human beings to be. It is 
the way human beings are, and cannot 
help being. Whoever you are, you 
may verify this conception of the 
nature of your own nature by look- 
ing into yourself (your Self) during 
any waking minute. 


You cannot stop the flood of images 
and sub-vocal conversation even if 
you try—and the harder you try, the 
more will flood in through the back 
door. For example, as you have been 
reading this piece, hundreds of 
reactions, recollections, propositions, 
and possibilities have passed fleet- 
ingly in review within your perpetual 
dialogue. 

Human behaviour, then, is the out- 
come of dialogue rather than any 
fixed stimulus-response arcs, instincts, 
or metaphysical imperatives such as 
“role” or ‘“‘status”. To account for 
human behaviour there is no substi- 
tute for “ getting in on the dialogue ”. 
This is another way of saying that, 
for anything more than the most 
superficial kinds of understandings, 
sociology requires a conception of the 
nature of man which is humanistic 
rather than mechanistic. 
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Revolution and repression 


Smash, smash, smash to keep order: 
both from de Gaulle and the Russians. 
The American, French and Russian 
Revolutions started with such high 
ideals and have become _ ultra- 
conservative. The Catholics can 
hardly be recognised as the early 
martyrs. Are all idealistic seekers, 
black or white, doomed to become 
vehicles of repression against their 
fellow-aspirants? Power, power, 
power; if I don’t have it, I want it; if 
T have it, I keep it 

Institutions, local or national, tend to 
build their structure to ensure their 
own perpetuation, regardless of use- 
fulness. I know of one “Friends of 
XYZ Hospital” which has the most 
marvellous list of aims and objects 
but which does little beyond holding 
an annual money-raising fair. The 
chairman has been in the chair for 
15 years. 


Is it possible to build change into a 
Structure, so that power can come 
to all of us in turn? Instead of a 
Jealously-guarded system maintained 
at all cost, is it possible to reduce the 
influence of the central directive, of 
father knows best ”? Though revolu- 
tions may sometimes be emotionally 
Satisfying, they tend to lead to stale- 
mate and repression. 


This is the problem of our time (apart 
from the growing pains of economic 
change), a problem which the 
Americans tried to solve some 200 
years ago and failed, that modern 
theorists and revolutionaries should 
be solving but don’t. On the contrary, 
modern revolutionary movements 
tend to become more repressive in- 
stead of less so. You can see this on 
a local level where we take up more 
and more extreme positions all the 
time. Black power. White power. Red 
power. 

Hans Lobstein, 

41 Copthall Gardens, Twickenham, 
Middlesex. 


Biafra: A political lesson 


Last Friday, I had a shocking ex- 
perience. Having read with admira- 
tion and sorrow your special coverage 
of the Biafran situation (September 
27), I agreed wholeheartedly with you 
on your condemnation of government 
policy. That afternoon at school, in a 
current affairs class, I discovered that 
all the girls in the class, and the form 
mistress, agreed wholeheartedly with 
Wilson and his arms supply to 
Gowon. 


They maintained that we need the 
money from Nigeria, that our financial 
commitments in Nigeria (Shell, BP, 
etc) would not allow us to pull out 
and that they would rather we sup- 
plied arms than Russia. Only one 


=g other girl objected to this argument 


that the others thought right. 


Moreover, these pupils (and the 
mistress) went on to say that we 
should stop spending money on over- 
seas aid, since these countries had 
never helped us—-they had nothing to 
give anyway. 

This was the opinion of 36 
“educated” girls of 16 plus, and a 
most materialistic economics mistress. 
They just could not see the point, that 
money is nothing compared with 
human suffering, and I have begun to 
despair. 

Annabel Catto, 

226 Oshorne Rd, Neweastle-on-Tyne. 


Biafra: Direct action 


The Nigeria-Biafra war enters its 
bloodiest phase, with the prospect of 
two million people dying from arms 
or starvation by the end of the year. 
Even if the war officially ended to- 
morrow, guerrilla action could 
prolong the agony interminably. 
Criticisms can be made of the 
policies and actions of both sides, but 
we believe one thing to be beyond 
dispute: the wrongness of the 
British government’s continued 
supply of vital arms to the Federal 
forces. We would like to hear from as 
many people as possible within the 
next week who would be ready to 
adopt urgent measures to stop this 
arms-supply, to ensure that the 
Federal Government halt all advance 
into the Ibo heartland and allow the 
massive food-lift necessary to take 
are and to urge a cease-fire on both 
sides. 


We envisage such action would in- 
clude non-violent direct action against 
the arms-supplies if appropriate. If 
there is sufficient response to this 
emergency appeal, we shall arrange 
to meet with those replying in the 
very near future. 

Barbara Higgins, Roger Moody, 

5 Caledonian Rd, London N1. 


Lumsden and Holbrook 


Anyone who knows Peter Lumsden 
and his work with the Catholic 
Worker houses of hospitality, Simon 
Community and such like, will see as 
fantastic David Holbrook’s assertion 
(“Towards a Fascist World”, 
October 4) that Peter is an advocate 
of violence comparable with Hitler. 


Holbrook chooses for no_ valid 
etymological reason to equate 
“vitality” with “violence” (revealing 
thereby incidentally his own sub- 
conscious thought processes: for 
“vitality "—it ought not to be 
necessary to tell a teacher of English 
—is concerned with the ability to 
sustain life). Then he chooses some of 
the less vicious remarks of the Nazis 
and with the guilt-by-association 
technique shows that these bear a 
faint relationship to what Peter said. 


Holbrook, who has had a number of 
articles published on the mental con- 
ditioning of children by their back- 
ground and on _ the _ teaching 
techniques of others, might have been 


expected to understand that most 
people grow up mentally conditioned 
in such a way that whatever in- 
tellectual arguments are put to them, 
if these are outside the thought- 
stream which they have been con- 
ditioned to accept, they cannot even 
contemplate them and have to shut 
their minds. 


Any pacifist who has ever spoken on 
an open air platform knows the sort 
of argument where you prove con- 
clusively that the H-bomb is no 
deterrent, no defence, is cripplingly 
expensive—only to have one’s critic 
say at the end, “ Well. yes, I suppose 
you are right, but we’ve got to have 
it, haven’t we? ” So means have to be 
found to supplement argument, which 
in no way necessarily includes violent 
means, 


As I understand Peter Lumsden, he 
was insisting that the ability to feel 
righteous anger is part and parcel of 
human love. It is interesting to note 
that Holbrook is prepared to concede 
this provided it is done by Czechs 
and not on his door-step. Holbrook 
might be expected to know that 
people for quite a long time have 
been moved by injustice to righteous 
anger without being moved _ to 
violence. He can hardly have avoided 
learning enough psychology to know 
that a mental shock can be of 
therapeutic value. 

Laurens Otter, 

35 Natal Rd, Thornton Heath, 
Croydon. 


Who's a fascist? 


David Holbrook’s ‘Towards a 
Fascist World ” is an example of mis- 
directed aggression unworthy of an 
intellectual man. 


To be fair, he adequately analyses 
the self-defeating nature of vindictive 
violence, and he is rather good on the 
sort of self-willed manic vitality 
advocated by such as Peter Lumsden. 
But his tone is profoundly distressing. 
In effect, he is indulging himself and 
exploiting the imperfections of 
harried, anxious, ignorant, or des- 
perate people. 


To me, non-violence is meaningless 
except in terms of ideal goals and 
compassionate will to remedy in- 
tolerable wrongs. So when Holbrook 
speaks of so-called “ psychopathologi- 
cal extremists”, I am at a loss to 
understand what his ideal society 
would be or what institutional wrongs 
he wills to remedy. 


He says, for example: ‘“ Everyone 
against ‘them’ [the authorities]—as 
if ‘ they’ weren’t human and wanting 
to survive too”. But _ these 
“ psychopathological extremists ”— 
aren’t they human, aren’t they people 
too? Given the way our society and 
culture is at present, isn’t their be- 
haviour, at the very least, explicable? 


To be blunt, there is something of a 
“fascist world” in Holbrook’s half- 
page tirade. Nowhere in his exegesis, 
for example, do we hear the words 
social justice. But where political 
action is concerned, is anything rele- 
vant except social justice—and com- 


DIARY 


11 October, Friday 


LONDON. 8 pm. Kensington Central Library. 
Public meeting ‘‘ Aspects of Humanism "’, West 
London Humanist Group and London Young 
Humanists. Adm free. 

LONDON WC1. 12.30 to 2 pm. Conway Hall, Red 
Lion Square. Lunch hour meeting: ‘' The 
Problems of the Ibo People in Nigeria,” 
Canon Hawkins (from Biafra). NPC.. 
SOUTHALL. 8 pm. ‘' White Hart”, 
Road (opp Bowling Alley). Folk, jazz, 
club, Freeman Syndicate. 


Uxbridge 
blues 


12 October, Saturday 


BRISTOL. Mornings. Queens Road. On _ sale 
Peace News and peace literature. Helpers 
welcome. Chris Shellard. 


GRANTHAM, 10.30 am to 1.30 pm. High Street. 
Peace News selling. Helpers welcome. Grantham 
Peace Action. 


LONDON E38. 8 pm, St Paul’s Vicarage, Leopold 
St, Bow Common. (Mile End tube.) Christian 
Anarchists. David Mayers speaks on Non- 
violence. 


MITCHAM, 2.30 to 8.30 pm. Mitcham Town Hall. 
Vietnam Teach-in, Leading speakers, questions 
and discussion. Adm free, Merton Council for 
Peace in Vietnam. 


13 October, Sunday 


BIRMINGHAM. 8 pm. " Salutation '', Snow Hill. 
Jazz club, all profits to CND. 


CARDIFF. 10 to 12 am. 2 to 5 pm. Transport 
House, 42 Charles Street. Blood for Vietnam 
donation session. Further details: Keryl 
Thomas, 180 Ystrad Rd, Ystrad, Rhondda, Glam. 


HASTINGS. 11 am. AoF Hall. 6.30 pm. Purley 
Congregational Church Hall. Meeting with 
Satish Kumar. 


HASTINGS. 6 to 9 pm. Seafront at Fishmarket. 
Peace Action Centre mobile booktstal. Helpers 
welcome, INVOLVE. 


14 October, Monday 


CAMBRIDGE. 7.30 pm. Friends Meeting House. 
Meeting with Satish Kumar. 


LONDON W111. 7 pm. Flat 4, 88 Clarendon Road. 
Notting Hill Anarchists. 


MANCHESTER. 8 pm. Jane and David Graham, 
58 High Lane, Chorlton. Discussion, local 


activity. Tel: 061-881 1788. 


15 October, Tuesday 


BEXLEYHEATH. 7.30 pm. ‘‘ Lord Bexley "’ (opp 
Bexleyheath Clock Tower). Bexleyheath Folk 
Centre. Bexley Peace Action Group, 


HASTINGS. 7.30 pm. Centre for Studies in 
Social Isolation, 80 Norman Road, St Leonards- 
on-Sea, Sussex. Open meeting and discussion 
group. INVOLVE (International Voluntary 
Village Enterprise). 

LONDON. 11 am. Grosvenor Square, Women’s 
demonstration against conviction/sentence of 
Dr Spock. Bring children, placards referring to 
Dr Spock and copies of ‘‘ Baby and Child Care "”’ 
if posstble. Ealing Medical Aid Cttee for 
Vietnam (Women's Group). 

LONDON NW6. 8 pm. 1é Kilburn House, Malvern 
Place, Kilburn Anarchists. 


16 October, Wednesday 


LEICESTER. 8 pm. 1 The Crescent, King Street. 
Leicester Project, libertarian peace action and 
discussion. . 

LONDON NWI. 8.30 to 11 pm. Unity Theatre, 
Goldington Crescent. Folk club, bar, singers 
welcome. Silver collection. 


17 October, Thursday 


BRIGHTON, 12.15 to 2 pm. Friends Centre, Ship 


-Street. Oxfam lunch hour. 
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passion, and the dialectic hetwean 
them? I can’t Lelp feeling that Hol- 
brook would punish people like Lums- 
den—and many others whom he 
disagrees with—so I don’t dig his non- 
violence at all. 

Stan Scott, 

18 Quarry Road, Broseley, Salop. 


The truth about Israel 


A. Ben-Horin’s article (October 4) 
naming Israel as a potential South 
Africa may have a legitimate place 
in a newspaper dealing solely with 
internal Israeli politics, but it was in 
extremely bad taste to publish it next 
to a pro-Arab poem in Peace News. 
Do you realise that by supporting the 
Arabs you are deliberately supporting 
the same Russian imperialists who 
recently invaded Czechoslovakia? 


In his article Ben-Horin quotes frag- 
ments from Ha’aretz (a paper occupy- 
ing a similar position in Israel to, for 
example, the Sun in Britain) and 
bases his whole argument on a few 
isolated sentences. If he wants to be 
believed he should quote the whole 
of the Ha’aretz article. What he says 
may be the truth, but it is not the 
whole truth. 


If you published the whole truth 
about the Middle East conflict, giving 
all the points of view, the name Peace 
News would be justified. If you con- 
tinue this policy of printing half- 
truths you wil: lose not only your 
Jewish readership but also a large 
proportion of the rest of your reader- 
ship—the more intelligent section. 


Universal peace can only stem from 
universal truth. Instead of going on 
protest marches a few people are 
doing something constructive—form- 
ing libertarian communes in Israel 
(Kibbutzim). The least you can do is 
to publish this letter, and show that 
there is another point of view, differ- 
ent from your own. 

Susan Curtis, 

71 Brunswick Rd, London W5. 


We were not aware that Peace News 
had published any article advocating 
or supporting the supply of Russian 
arms to Arab states. Quite the reverse 
is true, in fact, if one reads Bill 
Hillier’s articles “‘ Nasser For Sale? ” 
(July 19) and ‘‘ Does Nasser Really 
Mean It?” (September 20). 


It is ‘all the points of view” in the 
Middle East which led to the recent 
war and seem likely to lead to 
another within a few years. By trying 
to piece together the truth from 
material such as appears in Ha’aretz, 
and by presenting and analysing the 
positions of different spokesmen, we 
believe we are nearer to an under- 
standing of the Middle East situation 
than Miss Curtis gives us credit for 
—and this may help towards the 
establishment of social justice and 
hence peace in the area. 


Most of our material, by the way, 
comes from Jewish-Israeli sources— 
people in the same sort of position 
vis-a-vis their government as, for 
example, Dr Pavel Litvinov in the 
Soviet Union.—Eds. 


HULL. 8 pm. Blue Bell Inn, Lowgate. “ The 
Freedom Folk"’ folksong, ballads, blues and 
poetry. 

LONDON WC1. 7.30 pm. Friends House, Euston, 
Room 16. Open’ meeting: Grattan Puxon on 
“Human Rights for Gypsies’’. Collection. 
Central London ILP. 


LONDON WC2. 7 pm. 52 St Martins Lane, Film 
Viewing Session, See classified advertisement. 


18 October, Friday 


BIRMINGHAM. 7.30 pm. Friends Meeting House, 
Bull Street. Meeting with Satish Kumar. 


19 October, Saturday 


GRANTHAM. 7.36 pm. The Angel Hotel. Poetry 
reading. Dennis Gould reading ‘‘ Poems of Love 
and Protest ’. Grantham Peace Action. 


LONDON. 3.30 pm. Assemble Great James 
Street, march to Downing Street. Prayer vigil 
whilst letters are delivered to No 10 about 
HMG policies in Nigeria/Vietnam. FoR, 


LONDON WC2. 10 am to 5.30 pm. The Africa 
Centre, 38 King Street. Conference: ‘' Human 
Rights and the Struggle against Apartheid "’. 
Speakers: Quentin Crewe, Frank Judd MP, 
Patrick Keatley, Joe Matthews and Robert 
Resha (African National Congress of SA). 
Chairmen: David Steel MP, John _ Ennals. 
Jickets 2s 6d each from AAM, 89 Charlotte 
Street, London Wi. Background papers 2s 6d 
per set also available. 
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NONVAC plans Elliott ‘siege’ 


Roger Moody writes: The November 
Non-violent Action Committee’s 
“siege” of Elliott Automation in 
Portland Place, London, planned for 
November 3 (partly to offset the 
predicted violence of the VSC demon- 
stration on October 27), will involve 
an unusual alliance of forces. 


Already 50 past-members of the de- 
funct Committee of 100, meeting to 
discuss the future of non-violent 
action in London on September 29, 
have decided to drop an independent 
line for the time being since many of 
them will be joining the action on 
November 3. 


The YCND council has agreed to sup- 
port the action, and will have a 
representative on the planning group, 
urge its members to attend, and be 
arranging transport to London from 
Manchester. The pro-Maoist “ North 
East London Vietnam ad hoc Com- 
mittee” have not only lent their 
support, but will also be contacting 
Elliott factories situated in their own 
area. 

Oxford University has promised to 


send a bus-load of people, while a 
group meeting. in Manchester last 
week-end at the home of community 
worker David Graham has thrown 
up some support for the action. 


Comments Pat Arrowsmith, who 
works part-time for NONVAC at their 
Caledonian Road offices: “We hope 
the demonstration will be massive, 
perhaps a thousand people. We want 
to put non-violent direct action back 
on the map again.” 


Demonstrators are being asked to 
sign a pledge that they will remain 
non-violent during the demonstration, 
but though NONVAC_ holds open 
planning sessions each Monday there 
is no insistence that participants 
should meet each other or do more 
than read legal and “non-violent” 
briefings just before the action. 

The demonstration is due to start 
just after 2 pm with a declaration “ of 
what Elliott’s are doing and our in- 
tentions.” The group will then block 
the entrances to the offices, and “ stay 
put unless arrested, until 11 am Mon- 
day morning when the workers arrive, 


Adrian Mitchell's 
PERSONAL COMMENT 
Autobahnmotorwayautoroute 


Around the gleaming map of Europe 


A gigantic wedding ring 


Slowly revolving through Londonoslowestberlin 
Athensromemadridparis and home again, 


Slowly revolving. 


That’s no ring, 


It’s the Great European Limousine, 
The Famous Goldenwhite Circular Car 


Slowly revolving. 


All the cars in Europe have been welded together 


Into a mortal unity, 


A roundaboutgrandtourroundabout 


Trafficjamroundaboutagain, 


All the cars melted together, 


Citroenjaguarbugattivolkswagenporschedaf. 


Each passenger, lugging his 


Colourpiano, frozenmagazines, high-fidog, 
Clambers over the seat in front of him 

Towards what looks like the front of the car. 
They are dragging behind them 

Worksofart, lampshades made of human money, 
Instant children and exploding clocks. 


But the car’s a circle 
No front no back 


No driver no steering wheel no windscreen no brakes no 


CLASSIFIED 


Terms: 6d per word, min 4s. Discounts for 
series. Box no 1s extra. Cash with order (not 
stamps please). Adverts to reach 5 Caledonian 
Road, London N1 by first post Monday. Box 
no replies to same address. Displayed advertise- 
ment rates on application. 


Coming events 

FILM VIEWING SESSION. Thursday, October 
17, 7 pm at Friends Meeting House, 52 St 
Martins Lane, WC2. Extracts etc from 14 new 
Concord films covering Vietnam, Czechoslo- 
vakia, Family Planning, Prison Reform, War 
Toys, Dr Spock on colour prejudice, etc. 
Admission free. Collection. Detarls from Rex 
Phillips, 22 Elm Grove, Orpington. SoR. 


VIETNAM TEACH-iIn, Mitcham Town MHall, 
October 12, 2.30/8.30. Speakers include Hetty 
Vorhaus, Peggy Crane, George Kiloh, Joan Mc- 
Michael, Vietnam Embassy, Transport House, 
an American resident, Quakers. Admission free. 
Literature. 


Personal 

BACHELOR, 3, Christian pacifist, academic 
post, wishes to meet woman graduate with 
view to marriage. Box no 877. 


BOOKS, pamphlets bought. Hammersmith 
Books, Liffords Place, SW13 PRO 7254. 


DUREX Gossamer 8s 6d dozen. Durex Fetherlite 
14s 6d dozen. Durex Gold Pack 12s dozen. Real 
Skins three for 15s 6d. Dept PN, Personal! 
Service, 626 Leeds Road, Dewsbury. 


KIND MOTHER willing to foster two Biafran 
children, 3, 18 months (both sexes) wanted 
immediately. Apply Mrs F. Ijomah, 7 Riversdale 
Road, London N5. 01-228 2079. 


PARAMARTHA COMMUNITY. Peaceful positive 
projects planned. Education for Vegetarianism, 
Veganism, Internationalism Bookshop. Details 
c/o The Grange, Broadway West, Gosforth, New- 
castle NE3 2NJ. 


PARTNER required. Parity. Northern dispensing 
general medical practice. Box no 870. 


SMALL GROUP leaviig January 69 for in- 
definite period travelling abroad by vehicle 
intending to get involved in work camps and 
nonviolent projects and interested in starting 
self-help factory in needy and suitable area are 
looking for one or two additional team 
members. Box no 874. 


TYPING, manuscripts. theses, etc. Sue Pottle, 
An wie Buildings, Willow Road, NW3. 


Publications 

FREEDOM PRESS pubiish Anarchy, monthly 2s, 
Freedom, weekly 6d. Trial subscription to both 
for two months: 8s post free, 84b Whitechapel 
High Street (Angel Alley), London E1, 


KONTACT, the medium for people seeking 
eople. All interests, age groups. Send 3s 6d 
or current issue. KONTACT (r), 31a High 
Street, Harpenden, Herts. 


PEACE PACKETS. £1 a year pays for automatic 
regular despatches of latest peace pamphlets, 
booklets, leaflets etc from many organisations, 
and Housmans literature Mists. 5 Caledonian 
Road, London Nl, Start now! 


when we shall attempt non-violently 
to enter and occupy the buildings. 
We shall give out leaflets to the 
workers explaining our action and 
asking them to consider the implica- 
tions of working for a firm supplying 
equipment for use in the Vietnam 
war.” 


Two weeks ago Elliott Automation 
was taken over by English Electric, 
and is associated with Plessey Ltd, a 
consortium called International Com- 
puters whose headquarters is at 
Putney. But this is not likely to 
change its role. Elliott’s will remain, 
according to NONVAC, “the largest 
producer for the US military, with at 
least five contracts in the US De- 
partment of Defence.” 


Among these are: modular air data 
computers—navigational aids for the 
giant C-5A Galaxy transport aircraft; 
and an “integrated light attack 
avionics system” for the US Navy, 
which is “a sophisticated integration 
of an aircraft’s navigation, bomb- 


aiming, and_ target-selection _pro- 
cesses.” 
NONVAC is concentrating at the 


moment on building up its member- 
ship rather than fully working out 
its tactics for November 3. One of 
the key members of the group, 
Andrew Papworth, believes the police 
may allow demonstrators to squat on 
the Portland Place pavements 
throughout Sunday, not moving 
people on or making arrests, till Mon- 
day morning. 


Manchester group 


A working group involving YCND, 
CND, PPU, NONVAC and others is 
being formed in Manchester. A book- 
shop—probably in the back room of 
Manchester’s CND office at 14 Tib 
Lane—is to be opened, and a maga- 
zine launched. 


It is intended to co-ordinate non- 
violent direct action against Elliott 
Automation, Plessey, Perkins Engines 
and Cables, Ferranti, Tube Invest- 
ments and AEJ. All these companies 
have offices or factories in the Man- 
chester area, and are involved in 
producing war materials for the US 
Department of Defence. 


The group will also be organising 
Peace News and Sanity selling teams 
every Saturday, and working to 
promote sales in the universities and 
colleges of the North West. 


The office will be manned every day 
except Thursday and Friday by John 
Hunt. Donations needed to keep office 
open and make effective work 
possible. Contact: John Lane, 14 Tib 
Lane, Manchester M24JB. 061-834 
7511 (CND office). 061-745 3313 
(John Hunt, home). 


Accommodation wanted 
WRITER (American) wants room/rooms in 
London relaxed household. Minimum 5 months, 
possibly longer. Finishing book. Terms open. 
Box no 876 


Situations wanted 

MUSIC STUDENT sincerely needs work in or 
around the music field. Anything considered. 
Box no 875. 


Wanted 


VOLUNTEERS to pack Peace News on Wed- 
nesday evenings from 5.30. 5 Caledonian Road, 
Kings Cross, Nl. 


For sale 

POSTERS printed by Housmans, quickly and 
cheaply. 50 size 20in x 15in for 69s post free. 
Quotation on request. Five-day delivery service. 
5 Caledonian Road, Kings Cross, Lindon N1. 


Cinema 

NEW CINEMA CLUB. Bunuel Godard, 
Makavejev, Warhol. Free booklet iJustrates new 
season. 122 Wardour Street, W1. 01-734 5888. 


Theatre 


UNITY THEATRE EUS 8647 re-opens on Friday 
October 18. ‘‘ War and Violence’ up-to-date 
version of ‘'US’' with films from Vietnam and 
oro activity. Perfs Thur, Fri, Sat, Sun at 
.45 pm. 


JOHN 
BALL'S 


COLUMN 


So Major-General Henry Alexander, 
British observer in the international 
team that last week cleared the 
Federal Nigerian Army of allegations 
of genocide, finds “ inexcusable” the 
murder by a member of that army of 
four Red Cross workers at Okigwi. 
It’s an odd and rather disturbing use 
of the word, reminiscent of a master 
reprimanding a_ schoolboy for 
smoking behind the squash courts. 
“Y’d excuse you if I possibly could, 
but this is too much.” 

At a time like this, for the Sunday 
Times to run a lead editorial de- 
claring ‘“‘Ojukwu Must Go” is gro- 
tesque. Advice of this sort from a 
non-Biafran paper could only have 
any meaning if that paper had con- 
sistently and energetically shown 
itself as a friend to the Biafran 
people, calling for an end of British 
arms supplies to Nigeria and to any 
kind of support for the Federal 
Government in present circumstances. 


* * * 


I thought the press excitement about 
escalating nudity on stage and screen 
(Hair, Nana, etc) was a bit forced. 
I’m not so sure, though, since reading 
that police in Wisconsin are search- 
ing for two girl students who 
appeared stitchless in a production of 
Peter Pan. (Apparently they’re in 
difficulties finding anybody who can 
describe their faces.) 

If this goes on, the next Disney 
Studios feature-length cartoon should 
be quite something. 


” * 


I've never understood why. But by 
using the word ‘“anti-semitic”’, 
instead of the more obvious “ anti- 
Jewish ”, people who hate all it stands 
for have given a ghostly authority to 
the practice of the racist theoreti- 
cians: terms invented to describe 
families of languages are misapplied 
as if they referred to race. 

The incongruity becomes explicit 
when you're dealing with the Middle 
East, where whichever side you 
criticise you can quite simultaneously 
be called anti-semitic and _pro- 
semitic. 

This train of thought was sparked by 
reading the second issue of Israel 
Imperial News, which is produced by 
a group of anti-Zionist Israeli Jews in 
London. 

As well as news items culled from the 
Israeli press showing a somewhat 
different picture of Israel from that 
normally given, there are cartoons, 
features, stories etc. A good half- 
crown’s worth in fact—available at 
Housmans. In spite of its serious con- 
tent, it succeeds in being very funny, 
which is a great relief in dealing with 
the Middle East. 


* % * 


A minor news item you _ probably 
missed: The Baldheaded Men’s Club 
of Wrockwardine Wood, Shropshire, 
has refused to try out a cure for 
baldness, for fear that it might work. 
“Tt would destroy the spirit and 
atmosphere of our club which we 
formed originally to help people lose 
their shyness about being bald.” 

While welcoming the sturdy indepen- 
dence shown by the members in 
defying the pressures towards con- 
formity, it’s a splendid example of 
the way an organisation set up in 
response to adverse circumstances 
can end up working in such a way as 
to perpetuate those circumstances, so 
as to preserve its own existence. 

I'm thinking of NATO and the 


‘Warsaw Pact, but you can all think 


of plenty more examples. 
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